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occasion, he appears to have beaten them at their own game. 
He was a thorough savage, yielding to none but the evil effects 
of civilization, to which, in fact, he owed his death; for, although 
he attained the age of seventy-eight years, his constitution was 
shattered by habits of intoxication, or he might probably have 
been alive at this hour. His pagan faith he retained to the last, 
many of his sharpest contests at words being with the mission- 
aries, who made many converts among his people, but tried in 
vain to convince the chief. Mr. Stone's book gives a clear ac- 
count of the principal incidents in his career, although they do 
not occupy much space, for most of his life fell in quiet times. 
The greater part of the volume is occupied with his speeches, 
and with tracing the rapid decay of the race to which he belong- 
ed. Though it might have been condensed into a smaller com- 
pass, the work is generally well executed, and forms an accept- 
able addition to our stores of Indian history and biography. 



2 . — The Mnemosynum ; intended to aid, not only Students 
and Professional Men, but every other Class of Citi- 
zens, in keeping a Record of Incidents, Fads, fyc. in such 
a Manner that they may be recalled at Pleasure ; with 
an Introduction, showing its Benefits, and its Manner of 
being kept. By John F. Ames. Utica, N. Y.: Orren 
Hutchinson. 1840. 4to. 

Those who are accustomed to aid their memories, whether 
in prosecuting studies, or in transacting business, by writing out 
references, citations, and incidents, may derive considerable aid 
from Mr. Ames's Common-Place Book. The plan is a very 
simple one, and the author thinks, that it possesses considera- 
ble advantages over those formerly in use. It consists of little 
more than an alphabetical index, with a mode of making the 
entries in a very abridged form. Convenience and economy 
seem to be equally consulted in this plan, by which no space is 
lost, and an entry is quickly made, and may be found again 
with ease. Mr. Locke considered the proper arrangement of 
such a book of so much importance, that he contrived a scheme 
for disposing extracts, hints, and references in due form and 
order, which was published, and we believe that many per- 
sons have found it convenient and useful. Two other plans 
have been formed by individuals in this country, and have met 
with considerable favor. We know nothing from experience 
of the defects of these contrivances, but Mr. Ames finds fault 
with them, and believes that he has invented one, which is free 
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from all serious objections. Of course, its merits can be thor- 
oughly known only by trial, and we believe, that those who are 
in want of a Common-Place Book cannot do better than to 
make an experiment with the present volume. 



3. — Elements of Plane Geometry, for the Use of Schools. 
By N. Tillinghast. Boston: Saxton & Pierce. 1841. 
I2mo. pp. 96. 

It is no easy task to present the elements of mathematical 
science in a form suited to the comprehension of the youthful 
mind. Every thing depends on the first impression that is made, 
and the tyro too frequently finds, in his first lessons in Geom- 
etry, an array of difficulties, which inspire him with a perma- 
nent dislike for the study. There is a pons asinorum to be 
passed at the outset ; and the perplexities there encountered 
often unfit the traveller for the remainder of the journey. But, 
if aid be seasonably and judiciously afforded at this crisis, a 
pleasant path lies before the wayfarer, and he passes on rejoic- 
ing. To speak without metaphor, the abstractions on which 
all geometrical science is founded, cannot easily be formed by 
the untrained mind ; and the mode of reasoning is so peculiar, 
so unlike any thing with which the pupil is familiar, that he is 
tempted to reject it at once as fantastic and unintelligible. But, 
if his good genius aids him at this pinch, it is very probable, 
that he will conceive a strong liking for mathematical studies, 
as more regular, complete, and satisfactory than any other. 
We welcome, therefore, any attempt to remove these prelimi- 
nary difficulties, and to open an easy and commodious path in- 
to the pleasant region, which lies beyond. Persons who are 
deeply versed in the science are not likely to succeed in pav- 
ing the way for others. Habit has rendered the peculiarities 
of the subject familiar to them, and they pass over the ground 
with so much ease to themselves, that they can hardly con- 
ceive of the obstacles which impede the progress of learners. 
A practical teacher will prepare a better introduction to the 
elements of geometry, though he may never have pushed his 
own inquiries into the awful depths of the transcendental cal- 
culus. 

Mr. Tillinghast's book seems to be excellently well adapted 
to his purpose, that of furnishing a pleasant and easy preface 
to geometrical knowledge, which may place within the stu- 
dent's reach all the truths of frequent application, and facilitate 
his future progress, if he should have leisure or inclination to 



